World's Dominant Food 

& Drink Companies 

(In Gross Sales) 



Nestle 

Philip Morris Co. Inc. 

Unilever Pic 

ConAgra Inc. 

Cocoa-Cola Company 

Kirin Brewery Co. Ltd. 

IBP 

Archer Daniels Midland 

Grand Metropolitan 



Philip Morris Brands include: 



KRAFT 

VELVEFTA 

CRACKER BARREL 

PHILADELPHIA BRAND 

CHEEZ WHIZ 

OSCAR MAYER 

LOUIS RICH 

LUNCHABLES™ 

CLAUSSEN 

MAXWELL HOUSE 

YUBAN 

NABOB 

GENERAL FOODS 

INTERNATIONAL COFFEES 
POST 

MIRACLE WHIP 

KRAFT 

KOOL-AID 

TANG 

CAPRI SUN 

CRYSTAL LIGHT 

COUNTRY TIME 

TOMBSTONE 

JACK'S 

DI GIORNO 

JELL-0 

HANDI-SNACKS 

KRAFT 

KRAFT 

BULL'S-EYE 

COOL WHIP 

STOVE TOP 

MINUTE 



SHAKE 'N BAKE 

LIGHT N' LIVELY 

BREYERS (cultured dairy 

products) 

TACO BELL (grocery products) 

JACOBS CAFE 

GEVALIA 

CARTE NOIRE 

JACQUES VABRE 

KAFFE HAG 

GRAND' MERE 

KENCO 

SAIMAZA 

SPLENDID 

MILKA 

SUCHARD 

COTE D'OR 

MARABOU 

TOBLERONE 

FREIA 

TERRY'S 

DAIM 

ALLARD & BOWSER 

HOLLYWOOD 

DAIRYLEA 

EL CASERIO 

INVERNIZZI 

MIRACOLI 

VEGEMITE 

ESTRELLA 

MAARUD 

SIMMENTHAL 

NEGRONI 



General Mills is a U.S. Company that owns the 
following brands: 



Betty Crocker 

Yoplait 

Basic 4 

Cheerios 

Chex 

Cinnamon Grahams 

Cinnamon Toast Crunch 

Cocoa Puffs 

Cookie Crisp 

Country Corn Flakes 

Fiber One 

French Toast Crunch 

Golden Grahams 

Kaboom 

Kix 

Lucky Charms 

Monsters 

Nature Valley Granola 

Oatmeal Crisp 

Raisin Nut Brand 

Reeses Peanut Butter Puffs 

Total 

Trix 

Wheat Hearts 

Wheaties 

Bac*Os 
Hamburger Helper 



Potato Buds 
Skillet Chicken Helper 
Speciality Potatoes 
Suddenly Salad 
Tuna Helper 

Bisquick 

Gold Medal Flour 
LaPina Flour 
Red Band Flour 
Robin Hood Flour 
Softasilk Cake Flour 

Bugles 

Chex Snack Mix 

Dunkaroos 

Fruit by the Foot 

Fruit Roll-Ups 

Fruit Shapes 

Fruit String Things 

Golden Graham Treats 

Granola Bars 

Gushers 

Pop Secret Popcorn 

Squeezit 

Squeezit 100 

Sweet Rewards Snack 

Bars 



Interstate Bakeries Corporation is 

the largest bakery In the world with 66 

bakeries located around the U.S. 

Brands include: 






Wonder 

Home 

Bread du Jour 

Beefsteak 

Buttermaid 

Butternut 

Colombo 

Cotton's Holsum 

DiCarlo 

Eddy's 

Emperor Norton 

Holsum 

Merita 

Millbrook Farms 



Parisian 

Sweetheart 

Toscano 

Weber's 

Braun's 

Mrs. Cubbison's 

Marie Callender's 

Hostess 

Dolly Madison 

Roman Meal 

Sunmaid 

Twinkies 

Ho-Hos 

Zingers 



CORPORATE DOMINATION OF THE FOOD SUPPLY 

Over the past several decades control of our food supply system has been concentrated into the hands of 
fewer and fewer large multinational corporations, 

AT THE SUPERMARKET 

An Industry of Giants. Americans would be surprised to know how many of their favorite processed food 
brands are sold by just a few large transnational corporations. Between 1982 and 1988 more than 3300 
food related companies were merged or acquired by other corporations. 1 The past year saw another burst 
of activity as Quaker Oats bought Snapple Beverage Company, Campbell Soup Co. bought Pace, the salsa 
company, and Seagram Co. of liquor fame, who already owns Tropicana, bought Dole Food Co.'s juice 
business. After having purchased Pillsbury in 1989, Grand Metropolitan of Great Britain bought Pet, Inc. 
Grand Met, which already owns the registered brands, Green Giant, Haagen-Dazs, Burger King and 
Smirnoff, will now control Old H Paso, Progresso, Van de Kamp's, Downyflake and Pet. A Wall Street 
analyst exclaimed, "This is an industry of giants." 2 In 1989, 84% of the ready to eat cereal market was 
controlled by four corporations: Kellog, General MUls, Quaker Oats, and General Foods who spent over 
$600 million in advertising that year. 3 In March of 1995, two U.S. Congressmen released a study 
asserting that prices were too high in the $8 billion U.S. cereal industry.* According to Acres USA 
farmers get only 8 cents for every dollar spent on a box of cereal. 

They May Quit Smoking, but They Won't Quit Eating. Most people are unaware that the world's 
largest tobacco companies are heavily involved in food processing and marketing. Flush with cash from 
their cigarette sales, but faced with a decline in smoking in the United States, RJ. Reynolds (registered 
brands: Winston-Salem, Camel, Doral, Vantage) bought the Nabisco Food Company and Phillip Morris 
(Marlboro, Benson & Hedges, Merit, Virginia Slims) bought General Foods, Miller Beer and Kraft. 
During the Kraft acquisition in 1988, the Chairman of Phillip Morris stated, "People may ultimately stop 
drinking or smoking, though I don't believe it, but you can bet your life they will keep on eating." 4 
Phillip Morris is now the world's largest consumer products company. Shown below are some of the 
registered trademarks now controlled by the two companies (Source, Moody's industrial Manuan : 

Phillip Moms: Miller & Molson brewing, Maxwell House & Uban coffee, Jell-O deserts, Post Cereals, Log Cabin syrups, Kool 
Aid, Tang, Crystal Light, Freihafers and Eotenmann's bakery products, Orowbeat, Minute Rice, Stove Top, Shake n Bake, Good 
Seasons, Oscar Meyer and Louis Rich meats, Claussen pickles. Lenders Bagels, Budget Gourmet, Breyers ice cream. Tombstone 
pizza, Tobler and Sucbard confections, and Hollywood chewing gum. 

RJR NabiSCO: Oreo, Ritz, Planters, Life Savers, Bubble Yum, Grey Poupon, A.1 Sauce, Ortega, Cream of Wheat, Fleishman's, 
Blue Bonnet, Egg Beaters, Chips Ahoy, Newton's, Teddy Grahams, Wheat Thins, Triscuit, Nilla Wafers, Nutter Butter, Bamums 
Animal Crackers, Better Cheddars, American Classic, Chicken in a Baskit and Vermont Maid Syrup. 

Let Them Eat Cake. Today's food giants put a totally different twist on Marie Antoinette's 

contemptuous remark. These free market utans give people exactly what they want or need, whether it's 
good for them or not A lot can be said for freedom of choice. Unfortunately many people think they 
need a lot of nicotine, ethyl alcohol, sugar, saturated fat and caffeine (and even salt), the basic need- 
inducing components or ingredients found in many foods on supermarket shelves today. The question is, 
how much of the demand for these basic ingredients is induced by the massive advertising campaigns of 
the transnational food corporations? What's the true basis for brand loyalty? Who pays for the long term 
health consequences from consuming too much of these products? Some companies are responding to 
consumers' demand for healthier foods. Others are not The Wall Street Journal noted that Phillip 
Morris's Kraft unit was "betting billions on bologna, bacon, individual cheese slices and other fatty staples 
of Eisenhower-era lunchboxes. ,, The company has been shedding entire lines of low-fat foods including 
frozen vegetables. 3 



PRODUCTION, PACKING AND MILLING 

The following table profiles the concentration of control over the packing and milling of basic foodstuffs 



in the United States: 



Pr ° dU< * TOD 4 Firm* 



% Market Sh^y a 



SiS Tyeon, ConAgra, GoldKiat, Purdue Parma 46 % 

™* IBP ' ConAgra, Cargill, Beef America 70 

K2L IBP ' ConA fl»* Cargill, Sara Lee 45 

TurkSv ConAgra, Superior Packing, High Country, Denver Lamb . 70 

PWnnn^ ConAgra, Rocco Turkeys, Hormel, Carolina Turkeys 35 

I °k Ml i n ?, ConAgra, ADM, Cargill, General Mills 71 

Soybean Crushing ADM, Cargill, Bunge, ConAgra nl 

2? n OTU JSJJf ng BUnge ' Illinolfl Cereal Mills, ADM, ConAgra 57 

Wet Com Milling ADM, Cargill, Tate 6 Lyle, CPC 74 

Sourc.. Willi., d. ■•ff.nu, chair of Rural Sociology, r/niv. of Issoml, 

Animal Concentration Camps. Another trend in industrial scale agriculture is the confinement of 
domestic food animals into crowded feed lots, pens and cages in the name of efficiency. The crowded 
conditions are possible only through the extensive use of antibiotics. Animals are also fed growth 
hormones. These operations may involve tens of thousands of animals and require the import of massive 
amounts of prepared feeds, which are usually in surplus because of federal subsidies The result is an 
imbalance in the flow and recycle of nutrients. Manure piles up faster than it can be utilized on crops in 
the vicinity of the factory farm. This excess pollutes the air, streams and groundwater in the area. 

Other Social Costs of Industrialized Agriculture. Packing plant workers are faced with difficult 
working conditions and wages are often too low to support a family. Turnover is high and workers lured 
to rural communites with the prospect of work sometimes end up needing costly social services Some 
processed chickens have been found to be contaminated with salmonella bacteria. Instead of correcting 
the problem in the broiler factory, the USDA isues warnings to the consumer as to how to handle this 
food. People are also worried about E. Coli contamination of beef. Meanwhile, the number of family 
farms continues to decline and some rural areas are being depopulated. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: JOIN THE FOOD CIRCLE PROJECT. lUe Food Circle Project was created to 
give consumers an alternative to the inhumane and environmentally unsustainable food system we now 
have. For more information about the Food Circle Project call 374-5899 or write to P O Box 45195 
Kansas City, MO. 64174. ' ' ' 

Notes, 

* 1993 Return on Equity: Kellog 31.8%, General Mills 42.8%. Quaker Oats 24.6%, Phillip Manis (General Foods) 36 7% 
Source: William D. Hefferoan, Univ. of Missouri, Columbia. 
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